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Projects motivate because they…. 

are relevant - authentic issues and curriculum 
require research- web/information literacy, 

investigation & processing, inquiry 
provide individual attention - student feels “noticed” 
promote ownership - suitable personal topic  
encourage imagination, thinking skills - diverse topics 

and learning styles 
encourage sharing, collaboration – oral group 

activities 
result in effective learning – meaningful topics 
supply enjoyment - teachers have fun, too 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Projects contain 4 elements 

   Extended time 
frame 

Collaboration 
(brainstorming, 

group report) 

Inquiry, 
investigation, and 
research (surveys 

too) 

Performance of a 
task 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



 Harvard physicist Eric Mazur, 
one of the pioneers in 
developing a new way to teach 
large classes. Mazur calls his 
approach "peer instruction." 

 http://youtu.be/lBYrKPoVFwg 
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Sample MODEL FOR PROJECT WORK 

Class Home DOMAIN 

X Choose a topic 

25 

 

Presentation 

Appreciation of 

Language 

Write a composition 

(presentation, appreciation of 

language) 

5 Access to Information Filling out forms 

25 Access to Information Research (access to 

information) 

10 Presentation Write an email message 

25 Social Interaction Oral Presentation (presentation 

and social interaction) 

10 Presentation Putting it together 

(presentation) 



Move, Learn, Eat 

This lesson is based on three simple, minute-
long short films directed by Rick Mereki, each 
revolving around a theme (travel, learning 
and food)  and all three compiled from video 
taken on an epic trip of 11 countries in 44 
days. 

http://film-english.com/2011/10/12/move-learn-
eat/ 
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Travel Project 

Where would you like to go at the end of 
this school year? Nepal? Peru? Thailand? 
The Greek Islands? San Francisco? 

  
You are going to take an imaginary trip to 

any place in the world. You'll plan your 
trip and learn about that country. 

You'll create a journal of your trip. 
Bon Voyage! 



Pre-activities 

 In class, discuss the 
project as a whole  

 At home, think of a 
destination 



Stage 1 - Choosing a 
Destination (in class) 30 pts 
 1. What place did you choose?  

2. Why did you choose that place?  

3. What do you know about that place?  

4. What have you heard about it?  

5. What do you need for your trip?  

6. What must you do before you go?  

7. What things would you take with you?  

8. Who would you travel with?  

9. When is the best time to go?  

10. What are the activities that you can do when you get there?  

11. What are some facts for the traveler? 

Connectors:  because, although, despite the fact, therefore, in addition, In 
conclusion, on the one hand, on the other hand 

 Watch your grammar and spelling 



Stage 2 - Filling Out Forms 

Family Name: First Name: 

Title: 

 Mr. □    Miss □     Dr. □       Other □ 

Your name in your language    

 

Gender: Male □ Female □    

Place and Country of Birth: 

 

Citizenship:    

Marital Status:  

Married □     Single□    Divorced□         
Widowed□  

I may be contacted at this address while 
I'm in ............. 

 My residential address in my home 
country is : 

 I am employed by: 

  My occupation is: 

 I will enter (country).............. on this 
date:   day-month-year  

I will depart (country)............on this 
date:    day-month-year  

Passport number and expiry date:  

What is the purpose of your trip? 
(general, business, medical, other)  

Signature of applicant:  

Date:  



Stage 3 - Information about 
the Country 
 Write the answers to 15 of these questions in full 

sentences. Divide your work into clear 
paragraphs. You may include pictures. PLEASE 
DO NOT COPY FROM BOOKS OR THE 
INTERNET.  

 



Stage 3 - Information about 
the Country 

1.Find a picture of the country's flag 

2.Find a map of the country. 

3.What is the country's capital? 

4.Who is the country's president/ prime minister? 

5.What are the main cities? 

6.List 5 tourist attractions. 

7.Describe (in your own words) one of these attractions. 

8.What are 3 natural resources found in this country>? 

9.What are the main imports? 

10.What are the main exports? 

11.Is the country developed or developing? 

12.What is the life expectancy in this country? 

13.What is the major religion? What other religions are found in this country? 

14.What are the popular foods in this country> 

15.Name two famous people from this country and write what they are famous for? 

16.What other countries border this country? 

17.Describe the climate. 

18.What 2-3 events shaped this country's history? 

19.What is a major problem facing this country? 

20.What time zone is the country in?  http://www.worldtimezone.com 

21.What currency is used in this country? How many shekels is this currency worth? 

http://money.cnn.com/data/currencies/ 



Stage 4 - Writing an email 
message 
 Imagine that you are at your destination and 

sending an email message to the teacher at the 
following address: orabaum@hotmail.com Tell 
him/her about your holiday. 

Ideas to write about 



Stage 4 - Writing an email 
message 
   How does it feel to be there?  

 Where did you go?  

 What did you see?  

 What's special about that place?  

 What did you eat?  

 Did you do any shopping? What?  

 What impressed you most of all?  

 What are you going to do until you get back?  

 Where are you staying?  

 How long have you been there?  

 Who are you with?  

 What are you doing?  

 What's the weather like?  

 How are you managing with money and food?  



Stage 5 – Group report 

 Sit in groups of four. 

 Each pupil tells the other three about 
his/her destination. 

 Eg. What was the destination. What’s the 
most interesting site to visit? Why did you 
choose this destination? Etc. etc. 

 The other three make notes and write it up 
as a group report.   OR……. 

 



Group Report using Google Docs 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gHLbLk
O7SrrdvBYGW9zDmHYNcknZJqgjRxTIXQU0
84U/edit 



Stage 6 - Reflection 

Write one paragraph about what you liked OR 
disliked about doing this project. 

 

What did you learn through doing this 
project? 

 



Stage 7- Putting it all 
together 
Put all the parts of the project in a plastic folder 

containing a  cover page, all the stages of the 
projects INCLUDING the instructions, the 
bibliography, table of contents, illustrations. 

 

 The folder must open in the English way!! 



Additional ideas 

  Bring a song (cd, dvd) to class about your country. 
Explain to the class (in English) what this song is 
about, who sings it, how it is connected to that 
country. 

  Bring a recipe for food and a sample for your friends 
to taste of the food eaten in that country. Explain 
in English how to make it and how it's connected 
to that country. 

  Describe a traditional celebration or local event for 
the country you've written about. 



Creative Writing 

 Draw a map of the country you visited and write a 
poem on the map following these instructions: 

 Lines 1 and 8: the name of the country 
 Line 2: three to four physical features 
 Line 3: one to three cultural features; for example, 

landmarks, museums, main cities 
 Line 4: bordering countries or bodies of water 
 Line 5: a short description about the climate 
 Line 6: three historical events that shaped the 

country 
 Line 7: issues or problems of importance; for 

example, poverty, poor land, war, pollution 



South Africa 

South Africa 

Warm, vibrant, subtropical 

Table mountain, Cape Town, Kruger Park 

Indian Ocean Zimbabwe 

Mild in the summer and winter 

The Boer War, Nelson Mandela imprisoned, 
democracy 

Poverty, rich fertile land 

South Africa 



Wordle 

 Wordle http://www.wordle.net  is a toy for 
generating “word clouds” from text that you 
provide.  

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 

http://www.wordle.net/
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Elements of project-based learning 

Divergent 

Thinking 

Autonomy 

Effective learning 

Connectivism 



Convergent    vs       Divergent 
thinking 
 

the best single answer 

 

the ability to find as 
many possible answers 
to a particular problem, 

generating new and 
original solutions 
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Effective Learning 

Tell me and I'll 
forget 

Show me and I 
may remember 

Involve me and 
I'll understand 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Constructivsm    Connectivism  

Knowledge exists in the world, not in 
the head of an individual (George 
Siemens and Stephen Downes 2008)  

The “pipe” is more important than its 
content 

People construct their own 
knowledge of the world through 
experiencing things and reflecting on 
those experiences  (Piaget, 
Vygotzky) 

Instruction emphasizes learning in 
meaningful contexts 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



WHAT IS THE “PIPE”? 

Knowing how to find information rather than 
knowing the information itself 

1. Diversity – diverse readings, environments, 
discussions, opinions 

2. Autonomy – being able to chart your own 
course, pursue your own learning (PLE – 
tools, services, communities) 

3. Interaction/connectedness - Nurturing and 
maintaining connections. Content isn’t 
“shoveled” from  teachers  to pupils.  

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



WHAT IS THE “PIPE”? 

4. Having an end goal – the ability and 
motivation to DO something 

5. Being exposed to different approaches 
and having personal skills.  

6. Being in touch with current, accurate, 
up-to-date knowledge. 

7. Being able to make decisions.  

8. Managing your learning, both content 
and process. 
 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



“The Wisdom of the Crowds” by 
James Surowiecki (2004)  
 
  People power can work together on the Internet. 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Wisdom of the Crowds 

Large groups of people are smarter than an 
elite few, no matter how brilliant—better at 
solving problems, fostering innovation, 
coming to wise decisions, even predicting the 
future. 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Connectivism and student autonomy 

Learners are aware 
of  their own styles 

and preferences 

Learners are 
involved and make 

decisions 

Learners modify 
and adapt tasks 

Learners create 
their own tasks 

Learners become 
researchers and 

teachers 
(Nunin 1997) 
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Where does that leave us, the 
teachers?? 

Facilitators 

Counsellors 

Resources 

Coaches 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Creativity loves constraints! 
'You can't improvise on nothing, man; you've 
gotta improvise on something.' Charles Mingus 

rylSZc19http://youtu.be/BcV 

Effective learning values creativity 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 
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Misconceptions about the Internet  

 Free means junk 

 The Internet is too dangerous for children 

 Junk culture is poisoning young people and taking over 

 No learning happens 

 Digital technologies are a waste of time 

 There is an epidemic of Internet plagiarism in schools 

 Young people are disengaged and disconnected 

 We’re seeing the rise of a generation of passive 
consumers 

 All children are Cyberkids 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Buzz words 
Web 1.0 – all about information 

Reading 

Researching 

Receiving 

Linear 

Examples: web pages 
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Buzz words 
Web 2.0 –  all about networking the information 

Collaborating, linking 

Contributing 

Creating 

Sharing 

Blurred line between amateur and professional content 

Updating 

TOO MUCH CONTENT 

Examples: blogging, social networking, wikis, rss (updated 
content), YouTube 

Coined by Tim O’Reilly – conference in 2004 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Buzz words 
Web 3.0 – all about meaning of information 

Personalization (filtering irrelevant content) 

Semantic Web (comprehends content and context) 

Mobility 

Linked Data 

Tagging 

Examples: www.trueknowledge.com (understands 
user questions) 

Coined by Tim Berners-Lee, inventor of WWW in 
1989 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 
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Web 3.0 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsNcjya56v
8&feature=related 
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Harnessing new technologies for 
effective learning 

 

Here are some examples and ideas to foster 
creativity, motivation, effective learning, 
divergent thinking, connectivity, and project-
based learning. 
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Wallwisher 

Wallwisher - allows people to express their thoughts on 
a common topic easily. Use Wallwisher for:  

 

Expressing opinions 

Personal note taking 

To-do lists 

Brainstorming 

Feedback Collection 

Wishing people on occasions, like birthdays, 
anniversaries 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Collect ideas for exploration 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Students Showcase Their Work 

Wallwisher can play embedded media.  
 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Book Reviews 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Fast Food- collecting statements  

  

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



More Wallwisher ideas  

 Suggestion box 

 Environmental pledges 

 What languages do your parents know? 

 Thank you wall 

 Summarizing material  

 Expressing opinions 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 



Wallwisher 

Watch this video 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningeng
lish/language/theteacher/2009/03/090303_te
acher_food_fruit.shtml 
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Wallwisher 

Once you register and create a wall, you can 
email it to people. 

“I have created a Wallwisher wall. It is a simple 
webpage where we all can post our messages 
easily. So simply go 
to http://www.wallwisher.com/wall/orabaum 
and post your message there. 

Happy Posting! Ora” 

http://oraweb.wordpress.com/ 
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Connecting ideas 

 Can you think of ways to use Wordle or 
Wallwisher in a project? 


